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§ 50.42 Cases when an EIS is required. 
(a) An EIS is required if the proposal 

is determined to have a significant im-
pact on the human environment pursu-
ant to subpart E. 

(b) An EIS will normally be required 
if the proposal: 

(1) Would provide a site or sites for 
hospitals or nursing homes containing 
a total of 2,500 or more beds; or 

(2) Would remove, demolish, convert, 
or substantially rehabilitate 2,500 or 
more existing housing units (but not 
including rehabilitation projects cat-
egorically excluded under § 50.20), or 
which would result in the construction 
or installation of 2,500 or more housing 
units, or which would provide sites for 
2,500 or more housing units. 

(c) When the environmental concerns 
of one or more Federal authorities 
cited in § 50.4 will be affected by the 
proposal, the cumulative impact of all 
such effects should be assessed to de-
termine whether an EIS is required. 
Where all of the affected authorities 
provide alternative procedures for reso-
lution, those procedures should be used 
in lieu of an EIS. 

§ 50.43 Emergencies. 
In cases of national emergency and 

disasters or cases of imminent threat 
to health and safety or other emer-
gency which require the taking of an 
action with significant environmental 
impact, the provisions of 40 CFR 1506.11 
and of any applicable § 50.4 authorities 
which provide for emergencies shall 
apply. 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 51.1 Purpose. 
The Department of Housing and 

Urban Development is providing pro-
gram Assistant Secretaries and admin-
istrators and field offices with environ-
mental standards, criteria and guide-
lines for determining project accept-
ability and necessary mitigating meas-
ures to insure that activities assisted 
by the Department achieve the goal of 
a suitable living environment. 

§ 51.2 Authority. 
This part implements the Depart-

ment’s responsibilities under: The Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.); sec. 2 of the Housing Act of 1949 
(42 U.S.C. 1441); secs. 2 and 7(d) of the 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment Act (42 U.S.C. 3531 and 
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3535(d)); the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321); and 
the other statutes that are referred to 
in this part. 

[61 FR 13333, Mar. 26, 1996] 

§ 51.3 Responsibilities. 
The Assistant Secretary for Commu-

nity Planning and Development is re-
sponsible for administering HUD’s en-
vironmental criteria and standards as 
set forth in this part. The Assistant 
Secretary for Community Planning and 
Development may be assisted by HUD 
officials in implementing the respon-
sibilities established by this part. HUD 
will identify these HUD officials and 
their specific responsibilities through 
FEDERAL REGISTER notice. 

[61 FR 13333, Mar. 26, 1996] 

§ 51.4 Program coverage. 
Environmental standards shall apply 

to all HUD actions except where spe-
cial provisions and exemptions are con-
tained in each subpart. 

Subpart B—Noise Abatement and 
Control 

§ 51.100 Purpose and authority. 
(a) It is the purpose of this subpart B 

to: 
(1) Call attention to the threat of 

noise pollution; 
(2) Encourage the control of noise at 

its source in cooperation with other 
Federal departments and agencies; 

(3) Encourage land use patterns for 
housing and other noise sensitive 
urban needs that will provide a suit-
able separation between them and 
major noise sources; 

(4) Generally prohibit HUD support 
for new construction of noise sensitive 
uses on sites having unacceptable noise 
exposure; 

(5) Provide policy on the use of struc-
tural and other noise attenuation 
measures where needed; and 

(6) Provide policy to guide implemen-
tation of various HUD programs. 

(b) Authority. Specific authorities for 
noise abatement and control are con-
tained in the Noise Control Act of 1972, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.); and 
the General Services Administration, 
Federal Management Circular 75–2; 

Compatible Land Uses at Federal Air-
fields. 

[44 FR 40861, July 12, 1979, as amended at 61 
FR 13333, Mar. 26, 1996] 

§ 51.101 General policy. 
(a) It is HUD’s general policy to pro-

vide minimum national standards ap-
plicable to HUD programs to protect 
citizens against excessive noise in their 
communities and places of residence. 

(1) Planning assistance. HUD requires 
that grantees give adequate consider-
ation to noise exposures and sources of 
noise as an integral part of the urban 
environment when HUD assistance is 
provided for planning purposes, as fol-
lows: 

(i) Particular emphasis shall be 
placed on the importance of compatible 
land use planning in relation to air-
ports, highways and other sources of 
high noise. 

(ii) Applicants shall take into consid-
eration HUD environmental standards 
impacting the use of land. 

(2) Activities subject to 24 CFR part 58. 
(i) Responsible entities under 24 CFR 
part 58 must take into consideration 
the noise criteria and standards in the 
environmental review process and con-
sider ameliorative actions when noise 
sensitive land development is proposed 
in noise exposed areas. Responsible en-
tities shall address deviations from the 
standards in their environmental re-
views as required in 24 CFR part 58. 

(ii) Where activities are planned in a 
noisy area, and HUD assistance is con-
templated later for housing and/or 
other noise sensitive activities, the re-
sponsible entity risks denial of the 
HUD assistance unless the HUD stand-
ards are met. 

(3) HUD support for new construction. 
HUD assistance for the construction of 
new noise sensitive uses is prohibited 
generally for projects with unaccept-
able noise exposures and is discouraged 
for projects with normally unaccept-
able noise exposure. (Standards of ac-
ceptability are contained in § 51.103(c).) 
This policy applies to all HUD pro-
grams providing assistance, subsidy or 
insurance for housing, manufactured 
home parks, nursing homes, hospitals, 
and all programs providing assistance 
or insurance for land development, re-
development or any other provision of 
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